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The Radical Vision of Progressive Artists’ Group

Image no: 1

Caption: Hindustan Times front page on August 15, 1947, Published in “Independence day:
Newspaper clippings around Aug 15, 1947”, Hindustan Times, Delhi, 9 August, 2017.

947/story- KGCdPZZGmEVlHatHYuSNkO html

Image no: 2

Caption: Progressive Artists Group at their first exhibition, 1949, DAG Modern, Kerala Museum,
Kochi.
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Image no: 3

Caption: FN Souza, Untitled, 1962, Pen and ink on paper, 25.5 x 35 cm, MAC.01345, Museum of Art
& Photography, Bengaluru.
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Image no: 4

Caption: Sadanand K Bakre, Untitled (Still Life with Bar Tray), 1961, Oil on canvas, 61 x 91.4 cm,
Grosvenor Gallery, London.

Link:
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https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/independence-day-newspaper-clippings-around-aug-15-1947/story-KGCdP23GmEVlHatHYu8NkO.html
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/progressive-artists-group-at-their-first-exhibition/6wEac69rJw1P1Q
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/progressive-artists-group-at-their-first-exhibition/6wEac69rJw1P1Q
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/13309?src=srh&q=Souza&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&view=grid&searchField=Department&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/13309?src=srh&q=Souza&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&view=grid&searchField=Department&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/13309?src=srh&q=Souza&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&view=grid&searchField=Department&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
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ntitled-still- 11fe with- bar tray-1961

Image no: 5

Caption: Hari Ambadas Gade, Village Scene, Gouache on paper, 41.91 x 51.44 cm, Mutual Art.

Image no: 6

Caption: Hari Ambadas Gade, Untitled, 1989, Water colour, 19 x 22 cm, Kerala Museum, Kochi.

Link: https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/untitled/UAGZW17zxI.pNzg

Image no: 7

Caption: Sadanand K Bakre, Untitled (Cityscape), 1963, 51.4 x 172.7 cm, Grosvenor Gallery, London.

Link: https://www.grosvenorgallery.com/artists/30-sadanand-k.-bakre/overview/

Image no: 8

Caption: Jyoti Bhatt, Portrait of FN Souza, Vadodara, 1962/1963, DC.00425, Museum of Art &
Photography, Bengaluru.
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https://www.mutualart.com/Artwork/Village-Scene/C43EDF5C150B5B71085CCAE3801A7F74
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/untitled/UAGzW17zxLpNzg
https://www.grosvenorgallery.com/artists/30-sadanand-k.-bakre/overview/
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Image no: 9

Caption: Protests against the Simon Commission, 1928-29, Published in “Reminiscence of Quit India
Movement”, The Hans India, 10 August, 2016.

ent/247594

Image no: 10

Caption: FN Souza, Crucifixion (With Sun), 1991, Acrylic on paper, 38.4 x 56.5 cm, Grosvenor
Gallery, London.

Image no: 11

Caption: FN Souza, Untitled, 1949, Lithograph on paper, 56 x 38.5 cm, Grosvenor Gallery, London.
Estate of the Artist.

Link:
https://www.grosvenorgallery.com/artists/28-francis-newton-souza/works/2818-francis-newton-s
ouza-untitled-1949

Image no: 12

Caption: FN Souza, The Red Road, 1962, Oil on canvas, 121.92 x 147.32 ¢cm, Kiran Nadar Museum of
Art, Delhi-NCR.
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https://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/Hans/2016-08-09/Reminiscence-of-Quit-India-Movement/247594
https://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/Hans/2016-08-09/Reminiscence-of-Quit-India-Movement/247594
https://www.grosvenorgallery.com/artists/28-francis-newton-souza/works/4277-francis-newton-souza-crucifixion-with-sun-1991/
https://www.grosvenorgallery.com/artists/28-francis-newton-souza/works/4277-francis-newton-souza-crucifixion-with-sun-1991/
https://www.grosvenorgallery.com/artists/28-francis-newton-souza/works/2818-francis-newton-souza-untitled-1949/
https://www.grosvenorgallery.com/artists/28-francis-newton-souza/works/2818-francis-newton-souza-untitled-1949/
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-red-road-f-n-souza/OwE7nxeVC5jlYA?hl=en

2]

IMP)>

imp-art.org

IMAGE CREDITS

Image no: 13

Caption: FN Souza, Standing Nude, 1961, Oil on composition board, 122.0 x 91.3 ¢m, National
Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne.

Link: https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/explore/collection/work/4374/

Image no: 14

Caption: FN Souza, Crucifixion, 1959, Oil paint on board, 18.31 x 12.20 cm, Tate. Estate of the
Artist.

Link: https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/souza-crucifixion-t06776

Image no: 15

Caption: FN Souza, Last Howl from the Cross, 1963, Oil on canvas, 155 x 107 cm, Bonhams.

Link: https://www.bonhams.com/auctions/13523/lot/285/

Image no: 16

Caption: FN Souza, Self-Portrait, 1949, Oil on board, 180.34 x 90.17 ¢cm, Asia Society Museum, New
York.

Image no: 17
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Caption: Pablo Picasso, Self Portrait with Palette, 1906, Oil on canvas, 91.9 x 73.3 cm, Philadelphia
Museum of Art, Pennsylvania. A. E. Gallatin Collection, 1950.

Link: https://philamuseum.org/collection/object/50947

Image no: 18

Caption: Jyoti Bhatt, MF Husain at the Opening of 'Husain Doshi Gufa' in Ahmedabad, 1995,
DC.00229, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/7878?src=srh & g=mf%20husain& gtp=d

ef &view=grid &searchField=All &sortBy=UserNumber3 &sortOrder=ASC

Image no: 19

Caption: MF Husain, Man, 1951, Oil on fiberboard, 248.9 x 126.4 cm, Peabody Essex Museum,
Salem. Gift of the Chester and Davida Herwitz Collection, 2001.

Link: https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/man/-AHETckqSzOILA

Image no: 20

Caption: Auguste Rodin, The Thinker, 1904, Bronze sculpture, 189 x 98 x 140 cm, Musée Rodin,
Paris.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Auguste Rodin-The Thinker-Legion of Honor-Lincoln P

Image no: 21

Caption: MF Husain, Bathers, 1979, Qil on canvas, 79.1 x 107.3 cm, Grosvenor Gallery, London.
Collection of Aziz Kurta.
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Image no: 22

Caption: MF Husain, Untitled (Raj Series), c. 1980s, Oil on canvas, 89.9 x 120.3 cm, Mutual Art.

Link: https://www.mutualart.com/Artwork/Untitled--Raj-Series-/C21C461D6AEEAADY

Image no: 23
Caption: MF Husain, Mother and Child: a Tribute to Mother Theresa, the great humanist of our time,

1980, Lithograph, 56 x 43.2 cm, 1S.21]-1982, Victoria & Albert Museum, London.

https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/01273216/mother-and-child-a-tribute-lithograph-husain-ma

bool-fida/

Image no: 24

Caption: Parthiv Shah, MF Husain with artist FN Souza, 1992/1993, Published in “In pictures: The
many shades and moods of Magbool Fida Husain”, Scroll, 14 May, 2017.

Image no: 25

Caption: The Bombay Progressive Artists’ Group in 1947, Catalogue Image, Bombay Art Society
Exhibition, 2006.
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Link: https:/sarahpearlkazi.com/2012/06/09/remembering-husain/

Image no: 26
Caption: Jyoti Bhatt, KH Ara, 1963, DC.00355, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

Link: N/A

Image no: 27

Caption: KH Ara, Bharata Natya, c. 1945, Qil on canvas, 88.9 x 93.98 cm, Rajiv and Payal Chaudhri
Collection, Asia Society, Mumbai.

Link: h

Image no: 28

Caption: Ram Gopal in Peacock Posture, Ram Gopal Collection, GB 2661 RGL, South Asian Diaspora
Arts Archive, London.

Link: https://www.vads.ac.uk/digital/collection/SADAA/id/84,

Image no: 29

Caption: Yalini Balamurali, Airavatesvara Temple Img 0630, 2018, Wikimedia Commons. CC BY-SA
4.0.

Image no: 30

Caption: Hari Ambadas Gade, Still Life, 1967, Oil on canvas, 95 x 95 cm, Kerala Museum, Kochi.
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Link: https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/still-life/owF3hCc3gZABz0O

Image no: 31

Caption: MF Husain, Herself & Myself, 1970, Oil on canvas, 94 x 165 cm, MAC.00516, Museum of
Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

Image no: 32

Caption: KH Ara, Window Light, 1952, Watercolour on paper, 80.7 x 114.4cm, TATA Institute of
Fundamental Research, Mumbai

Link: https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/window-light/IAGIkg3ANA7zUA

Image no: 33

Caption: SH Raza. Untitled, c. 1940s, Acrylic on paper, 42.5 x 39.1 cm, Courtesy of Vadehra Art
Gallery. Jane and Kito De Boer Collection

Link: N/A

Image no: 34

Caption: Sadanand K Bakre, Untitled (Spanish Landscape), 1962, QOil on canvas, 46 x 56 cm,
Grosvenor Gallery, London.

Link:
https://www.grosvenorgallery.com/artists/30-sadanand-k.-bakre/works/473-sadanand-k.-bakre-un
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TRANSCRIPT

In the trajectory of Indian art history, the moment of independence in the
late-1940s is often intertwined with the formation of the Progressive Artists’
Group in Bombay. Founded by six artists who came from disparate religious, social
and linguistic backgrounds across India, the works by the Group have captured
values of secularism, pluralism and modernity for the newly formed nation-state.
Together they presented a manifesto that aimed to create ‘new art for a newly free
India’.

Their statement was intended as a rejection of academic art schools and the
Bombay Art Society, both of which were cloaked in British colonial legacy. Let’s
look at a few key examples that reveal the diverse ways in which the Progressives
fashioned new aesthetics and roles for artists in India.

Artist as Professional: FN Souza

Born to Catholic parents in Goa in 1924, FN Souza was expelled from the JJ School
of Art, Bombay in 1942 for taking part in the Quit India freedom movement. His
paintings took the form of commentaries on religion, human relationships and
society, and he was most known for his controversial nudes, portraying women
and Christ in manners that often appear aggressive or even violent. In his 1949
Self Portrait, he holds his apparatus in a Picasso-esque pose that recalls one of his
inspirations from avant-garde movements in the West. Declaring himself to be a
revolutionary modernist, he appears literally stripped of conventional constraints,
including clothing. Serving as more than just a mere representation of a figure or
self-portrait, this work shows how Souza prioritises his professional identity as an
artist, with his brush in front of his body, in spite of the oddness of appearing to
paint while nude.

Reckoning with the New Nation: MF Husain
Born in Pandharpur, Maharashtra, MF Husain emerged as a popular figure, almost
symbolic of modern India. His work from 1951 titled Man is bold in its

deconstruction of the human form, presenting a heroic philosophical individual
surrounded by an array of visual elements. In this work, we see masked folk
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dancers, naked female bodies and the image of the sacred cow. The central figure
sits crouched in contemplation, in a pose that refers to the French sculptor,
Auguste Rodin’s famous work, The Thinker (1904). Here, he may be an avatar for
Husain himself. While the boldly outlined figures around him suggest a swirl of
activity, rectangular borders hint at canvases in an artist’s studio, posing
somewhat of a parallel to Souza’s self-representation as an artist. Surrounded by
what we may interpret as either the chaos of a new India or the controlled chaos of
the studio, Husain’s thinker gazes outward. Throughout his career, ideas of urban
and rural, modern and traditional, sacred and secular, in the context of India,
remained a central subject of Husain’s work. This was also true of other
Progressive artists whose approaches were quite different.

Modern Depictions of Folk Traditions: KH Ara

KH Ara was born in Secunderabad in 1914 and ran away from home at the age of
seven to Bombay, where he lived for the rest of his life. In his painting, Bharata
Natya (c.1945), Ara depicts Bharatanatyam, the classical Indian dance
performance featuring the renowned Indian dancer and choreographer Ram Gopal
(1912-2003) amidst a large crowd in a temple setting. The dance form originated
in Tamil Nadu, although Gopal was known to have melded it with balletic
choreography, and this mandapa or temple hall appears to be from the Chola
period, representing a peak of South Indian architecture. The performance is
depicted from the audience's perspective and great care is taken to show the group
that mostly includes women. Ara's energetic brushwork and use of lively colours
convey anticipation and movement, befitting the subject while integrating a
modern expressive approach towards portraying a classical art form within a
traditional setting.

Conclusion
The Progressive Artists’ Group left behind an indelible mark on the trajectory of
Indian modernism. Although diverse in their stylistic language and visual

aesthetics, their works shared a similar preoccupation with new forms of
experimentation, a distancing from the colonial schools of art, and a renewed
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sense of optimism in the newly independent India. The Group influenced younger
generations of artists for decades to come.

Postscript

The core Progressive Artists’ Group held its first and only major exhibition in 1949
in Baroda and Bombay. By 1950, all of the artists except Husain went abroad for
further training or because they were having a hard time earning enough money in
India. The original group disbanded in 1954, though there is a lingering label of
the ‘Progressives’ attached to these artists and their younger colleagues.

In 1995, the city's name was officially changed from Bombay to Mumbai, as it is
known today. Since this video discusses a time period before the official name
change, we refer to the city as Bombay here.
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This document is part of the course ‘Modern & Contemporary Indian Art,” authored by Dr
Beth Citron. Click here to start learning.
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