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Jivya Soma Mashe’s Reimagined Warli Art

Image no: 1

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Harvest), late 20th- early 21st century, Natural
pigments on cloth, 62 x 125 cm, PTG.00847, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

grld&searchFleld =All &limit=20

Image no: 2

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Tarpa Dance), 1990s, Natural pigments on cloth, 77 x
105 ¢cm, PTG.00844, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

Link:

y=UserNumber3 &sortOrder=ASC

Image no: 3

Caption: Amit Mahadev Dombre, Detail, Untitled, c. 2000, Natural pigments on cloth, 141 x 91.5
c¢m, PTG.00876, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

Link:
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/14381?src=srh & g=Warli &og=Warli & qgtp

= def&view=grid &searchField=All &perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3 &sortOrd

er=ASC

Image no: 4
Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Warli Wedding/Chauk Palghata Mata Temple), late

20th-early 21st century, Natural pigments on cloth, 61 x 82 cm, PTG.00849, Museum of Art &
Photography, Bengaluru.
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https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/14381?src=srh&q=Warli&oq=Warli&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
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Image no: 5

Caption: Jyoti Bhatt, Detail, Warli Painting, Thane, 2001, Asia Art Archive, Hong Kong.

Image no: 6

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Wedding), 1990s, Natural pigments on cloth, 99 x 105
c¢m, PTG.00845, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

he&og—lZ& atp= ﬂt&department &Vlew—grld&searchFleld Department&perPage 20&pageNu
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Image no: 7

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Warli Wedding/Chauk Palghata Mata Temple), late
20th-early 21st century, Natural pigments on cloth, 61 x 82 cm, PTG.00849, Museum of Art &
Photography, Bengaluru.
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https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4220?src=srh&q=Warli&oq=Warli&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4220?src=srh&q=Warli&oq=Warli&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4220?src=srh&q=Warli&oq=Warli&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive-valod-and-surat/object/warli-painting-thane-2001
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive-valod-and-surat/object/warli-painting-thane-2001
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/10988?src=srh&q=jivya%20some%20mashe&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&department=&view=grid&searchField=Department&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/10988?src=srh&q=jivya%20some%20mashe&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&department=&view=grid&searchField=Department&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/10988?src=srh&q=jivya%20some%20mashe&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&department=&view=grid&searchField=Department&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4220?src=srh&q=Warli&oq=Warli&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4220?src=srh&q=Warli&oq=Warli&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4220?src=srh&q=Warli&oq=Warli&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
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Image no: 8

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Diwali Night), c. 1990, Natural pigments on cloth, 64 x
92 cm, PTG.00871, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

mber= 1&sortBy UserNumberS&sortOrder ASC

Image no: 9

Caption: Jyoti Bhatt, Detail, Warli Painting at Jivya Soma Mahashe's House, Kalambipada, 2001, Asia
Art Archive, Hong Kong.

Image no: 10

Caption: Jyoti Bhatt, Warli Painting at Jivya Soma Mahashe's House, Kalambipada, 2001, Asia Art
Archive, Hong Kong.

Link:
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive/object/warli-painting-at-jivya
-soma-mahashes-house-kalambipada-2001

Image no: 11

Caption: Photograph of Master Craftsman Jivya Soma Mashe, Published in “Jewels in our Crown:
Master Craftsman Jivya Soma Mashe Padma Shri Awardee”, Paramparik Karigar, June 16, 2014.

3 | LEARNING: MODERN & CONTEMPORARY INDIAN ART
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https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive/object/warli-painting-at-jivya-soma-mahashes-house-kalambipada-2001
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive/object/warli-painting-at-jivya-soma-mahashes-house-kalambipada-2001
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive/object/warli-painting-at-jivya-soma-mahashes-house-kalambipada-2001
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive/object/warli-painting-at-jivya-soma-mahashes-house-kalambipada-2001
http://paramparikkarigar.com/blog/2014/06/master-craftsman-jivya-soma-mashe-padma-shri-awardee/
http://paramparikkarigar.com/blog/2014/06/master-craftsman-jivya-soma-mashe-padma-shri-awardee/
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Image no: 12

Caption: Photograph of Jivya Soma Mashe, Published in “Acclaimed Warli artist Jivya Soma Mashe
dead,” Vartha Bharati, 15th May, 2018.

Link: https://english.varthabharati.in/india/acclaimed-warli-artist-jivva-soma-mashe-dead

Image no: 13

Caption: Photograph of Jivya Soma Mashe, Published in “Warli, a tribal art,” Eduindex, June 25,
2021.

Link: https://eduindex.org/2021/06/25/warli-the-tribal-art/

Image no: 14

Caption: Jyoti Bhatt, Detail, Warli Painting at Jivya Soma Mahashe's House, Kalambipada, 2001, Asia
Art Archive, Hong Kong.

https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/a
-soma-mahashes-house-kalambipada-2001

Image no: 15

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, A Devchauk, 1990s, Natural pigments on cloth, 93 x 65 cm, PTG.00870,
Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.
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https://english.varthabharati.in/india/acclaimed-warli-artist-jivya-soma-mashe-dead
https://eduindex.org/2021/06/25/warli-the-tribal-art/
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive/object/warli-painting-at-jivya-soma-mahashes-house-kalambipada-2001
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive/object/warli-painting-at-jivya-soma-mahashes-house-kalambipada-2001
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/14378?src=srh&q=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&view=grid&searchField=Department&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/14378?src=srh&q=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&view=grid&searchField=Department&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/14378?src=srh&q=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&oq=12&_qtp=_flt&view=grid&searchField=Department&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
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Image no: 16

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, The Tarpa Player And The Dancers, Published in “The Warli Painting
Artist Jivya Soma Mashe,” Daily Art Magazine, 7th January 2022.

Link: h

Image no: 17

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Untitled (Harvest), late 20th-early 21st century, Natural pigments on
cloth, 100.5 x 88 cm, PTG.00852, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

Link:
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4223?src=srh &g=Jivya%20Soma%20Mas

he&o0g=12& gtp=_flt&view=grid &searchField=Department &sortBy=UserNumber3 &sortOrder=AS
C

Image no: 18

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe and Hervé Perdriolle, Museum Kunst Palast, Germany, 2003, Jivya
Soma Mashe: A Collection.

Link: http://jivya-soma-mashe.blogspot.com/2006/09/collection.html

Image no: 19
Caption: Jyoti Bhatt, Detail, Warli Painting, Thane, 2001, Asia Art Archive, Hong Kong.
Link:

https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive-valod-and-surat/object/warli-
painting-thane-2001-209285
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https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/the-warli-painting-artist-jivya-soma-mashe/
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http://jivya-soma-mashe.blogspot.com/2006/09/collection.html
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive-valod-and-surat/object/warli-painting-thane-2001-209285
https://aaa.org.hk/en/collections/search/archive/jyoti-bhatt-archive-valod-and-surat/object/warli-painting-thane-2001-209285
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Image no: 20

Caption: Johnny Maggie, Detail, Jivya Soma Mashe at work, Published in “From earth grew rice,
from rice grew the Warli art” by LOkesh Ghai, Garland Magazine, 29th May 2019.

Link: https://garlandmag.com/article/warli/

Image no: 21
Caption: Lokesh Ghai, Master Warli Artist Jivya Soma Mashe at work, Courtesy of the videographer.

Link: N/A

Image no: 22

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Harvest Celebrations), late 20th- early 21st century,
Natural pigments on cloth, 142 x 362 cm, PTG.00873, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

he&og= 12& th ﬂt&v1ew grld&searChFleld Department&sortBV UserNumberZ&sortOrder AS

Image no: 23

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, City Scene, 1990s, Natural pigments on cloth, 72 x 145 c¢m,
PTG.00868, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

24 &view= grld&searchFleld All &perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3 &sortOrder=

ASC

Image no: 24
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https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/14376?src=srh&_qtp=_flt&classification=24&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/14376?src=srh&_qtp=_flt&classification=24&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC

2]

IMP)>

imp-art.org

IMAGE CREDITS

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Village Scene), late 20th- early 21st century, Natural
pigments on cloth, 114 x 121 cm, PTG.00848, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

Link:

Image no: 25

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Harvest), late 20th- early 21st century, Natural
pigments on cloth, 62 x 125 cm, PTG.00847, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

—grld&searChFleld All &Jimit=20

Image no: 26

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, City Scene, 1990s, Natural pigments on cloth, 72 x 145 cm, PTG.00868,
Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

view= grzd&searchFleld All&nerPage—ZO&pageNumber—1 &sorth—UserNumberZ&sortOrder—ASC

Image no: 27

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Fishing scene, c. 2017, Natural pigments on cloth, 177 x 96 cm,
PTG.00920, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.
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Image no: 28

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Village landscape), 21st century, Natural pigments on
cloth, 60 x 80 cm, PTG.00850, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.

Image no: 29

Caption: Dalbera, Works by Jivya Soma Mashe (Warli tribe / Thane district), Image of the exhibition
"Other Masters of India, contemporary creations of the Adivasis" Musée du Quai Branly Paris, 2010,
Wikimedia Commons. CC BY 2.0.

Image no: 30

Caption: Hervé Perdriolle, Richard Long making a paddy field chaff circle, Published in “Richard
Long in India,” True Living of Art and Design Magazine, November 30th, 2021.

Link: https://timagazine.com/richard-long-in-india

Image no: 31

Caption: Exhibition view of Richard Long - Jivya Soma Mashe, 2004, Padiglione d'Arte
Contemporanea.

Link: https://www.pacmilano.it/exhibitions/richard-long-jivya-s-mashe,

8 | LEARNING: MODERN & CONTEMPORARY INDIAN ART


https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4221?src=srh&q=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&oq=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4221?src=srh&q=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&oq=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://map.cumulus.co.in/client/map/collection#/search/4221?src=srh&q=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&oq=Jivya%20Soma%20Mashe&_qtp=_def&view=grid&searchField=All&perPage=20&pageNumber=1&sortBy=UserNumber3&sortOrder=ASC
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Oeuvres_de_Jivya_Soma_Mashe_%28Mus%C3%A9e_du_Quai_Branly%29_%284489836226%29.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Oeuvres_de_Jivya_Soma_Mashe_%28Mus%C3%A9e_du_Quai_Branly%29_%284489836226%29.jpg
https://tlmagazine.com/richard-long-in-india/
https://www.pacmilano.it/exhibitions/richard-long-jivya-s-mashe/
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Image no: 32

Caption: Jivya Soma Mashe, Detail, Untitled (Village Scene), late 20th- early 21st century, Natural
pigments on cloth, 114 x 121 cm, PTG.00848, Museum of Art & Photography, Bengaluru.
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TRANSCRIPT

The Indigenous Warli community living in parts of western and central India are
practitioners of a painting tradition that goes back thousands of years. Warli
painting is typically characterised by very simple forms, such as the circle
representing the sun and moon, the triangle that represents mountains and trees,
and the square which indicates a sacred enclosure or land. Traditionally practised
by women on the walls of their homes, Warli art depicts scenes from special
occasions, like weddings and harvests, often invoking the community's deities
through symbolic and decorative depictions.

Despite being an important living tradition, Warli has often been excluded from
the wider discourses on art. Let’s look at how the work of one artist has
transformed, popularised and integrated this Indigenous practice into the history
of modern Indian art.

Innovations in Warli Art

Jivya Soma Mashe was born into the Warli tribe in Dhamangaon, Maharashtra in
1934. Over time, he grew as an artist and created a new contemporary language for
Warli art, using it to depict the changing society he lived in. In the 1970s, he was
selected to present his works at an exhibition in Delhi. The success of this event
put Mashe on the map, opening up a world of opportunities for him to present his
paintings at venues in India and abroad.

Traditionally, Warli paintings are white murals on walls prepared with mud and
dung. The painting is made from a mixture of rice paste, water and gum, with
chewed bamboo sticks serving as paintbrushes. Mashe was the first Warli artist to
paint with poster colours on canvas and paper, which enabled Warli paintings to
be shown beyond the villages where they were made. This shift in medium would
eventually lead to commercial possibilities for this art.

Let’s now look at some examples of his paintings that exemplify his innovative
style.

Integrating Traditional Symbols with Modern Elements
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City Scene from the 1990s shows how Mashe integrated traditional symbols with
modern elements in his paintings. While at first glance we see typical Warli visuals
of figures, flora and fauna, Mashe has interrupted a timeless scene with a passing
train and the inclusion of cars and buses alongside the border. Formally, the
painting bears a strong relationship to the simplified lines of traditional Warli
painting while also showing Mashe’s stylisation, for example in the tail and
feathers of the peacocks and the leaves of the trees.

In Fishing Scene from 2017, we see how traditional motifs such as the triangle are
reinterpreted to represent new subjects. As its title suggests, the work is centred
on a mirror image of a large cast fishing net. Although the composition is easily
legible, Mashe plays with the traditional geometric forms, abstracting them to
create an intricate pattern stippled with fish-like shapes. As we can see here,
through his choice of subjects and iconography, he significantly expanded the
vocabulary of the painting tradition he had inherited. While he experimented with
the form and mediums; closeness with nature continued to remain a central theme
in his work. This reflected how he remained rooted in the land where he was born
and in the traditions of his community.

Conclusion

Mashe found independent acclaim through exhibitions worldwide, as well as
through collaborations with other practitioners such as British land artist Richard
Long. Mashe’s practice has had a radical effect on the recognition of Warli culture.
Through his work, we can reconsider our understanding of Indigenous and
inter-generational art forms within the contemporary context and challenge the
misconception of such art as static and unchanging.

Postscript
Jivya Soma Mashe (1934-2018) began drawing in an attempt to communicate after
a temporary loss of speech as a child — a result of shock upon his mother’s death.

Mashe etched these drawings in mud, mimicking the Warli paintings that he saw
around him. Over time, he began to receive more recognition, especially when
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Bhaskar Kulkarni, an artist associated with the Indian Handloom Board, offered
him the opportunity to exhibit his work and became his mentor.

While Warli painting was traditionally by women, Mashe and more recently,
several other male artists, including Amit Mahadev Dombhare, Rajesh Vangad and
his son Sadashiv Jivya Mashe have presented their work in mainstream contexts.
With the entry of male artists into the practice, the art form has taken a
commercial turn, bringing recognition to the community. However, women — who
are the original practitioners of the art — have largely not been part of this
transformation and often struggle to reclaim their space.
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This course is provided free of charge, for non-profit educational purposes only. While
certain images used in the course may be subject to copyright, their usage complies with
India’s fair-use policy. In case you would like to ask questions, or make any suggestions in
relation to captions or credits, please reach out to us at learning@imp-art.org.
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